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Issue Title:
Fatema Mernissi, Abdelkebir Khatibi And the Plural Digital Maghreb
The work of Moroccan sociologists Fatema Mernissi and Abdelkebir Khatibi has been widely celebrated in Morocco and internationally for its pluralistic vision and its pursuit of a critically universalist thought that goes beyond ‘mad identity’ and essentialist discourses of self. However, the compendium of research and writings on these two towering figures of Maghrebi sociology has seldom ventured beyond the interpretative and the biographic. This special issue of the Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication promises to transcend this approach by articulating ways in which the work of Mernissi and Khatibi provides new and critical ways for re-imagining culture, society and politics in a heavily mediated digital Maghreb.
Whether stemming from the notions of plurality, double critique, houdoud, voyage as metaphor, or weaving as connection, but also taking both the authors' epistemological intuitions further, the range of articles in this issue is supposed to suggest new conceptual lenses to name the ongoing digital and cultural dynamics taking place in the Maghreb today.
This special issue of MEJCC will enunciate new and innovative hermeneutic strategies that rethink Mernissi and Khatibi’s work in ways that respond to and inform urgent questions about being human in the Maghreb today. We are especially interested in how their work can delineate a re-imagined conceptual plane through which we can re-articulate questions of sexuality, love, the body, digitality, gender, nationalism, decoloniality, alterity and activism.
We invite contributions that engage with, but are not limited to, the following themes:
· Mernissi/Khatibi and being digital in the Maghreb
· Mernissi/Khatibi, love and sexuality, between physical and virtual spaces
· Mernissi/Khatibi, activism and Generation Z
· Mernissi/Khatibi and decoloniality
· Mernissi/Khatibi and what it means to be human in the 21st century
· Mernissi/Khatibi, memory and the mnemonic imagination
Abstract submission deadline:
Please submit a 300-word abstract to Driss Ksikes and Tarik Sabry on the 20th of December 2025.
Please email your abstracts (subject entitled: MEJCC Special Issue) to:
Tarik Sabry sabryt@westminster.ac.uk and Driss Ksikes driss.ksikes@lcieducation.com

Article submission deadline:
The deadline for submitting your article is 29 June 2026. Submitted articles will need to be between 6000-7000 words long (including references).
All submissions will be peer-reviewed by expert reviewers from the Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication. More information on MEJCC’s house-style will follow upon acceptance of the abstract.   

Issue Editors:

Driss Ksikes is a Moroccan fiction and nonfiction writer, playwright, and scholar. He is associate dean of research and academic innovation at HEM in Rabat. He is the coordinator of the Fatema Mernissi Chair on “gender, youth and cultural issues”. His primary interests as a scholar encompass media, culture, and the mediations between the arts, academia, and the public sphere. Ksikes conducted two surveys on the Cultural and Creative Industries in Morocco (2021, 2024). He has also edited and coordinated, since 2022, a comprehensive research project on the performing arts in the Arab World, commissioned by the Arab Fund for Arts and Culture (AFAC).
 
Tarik Sabry is a professor of media and cultural studies at the University of Westminster, UK, where he is a member of the internationally renowned Communication and Media Research Institute (CAMRI). He is the author of several books on media, culture and society in the Arab region. His most recent book is a co-edited collection entitled Decolonising Approaches to Users and Audiences in the Global South (Routledge, 2026). He is also co-founder and co-editor of the Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication.  
